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But, my lords, though, perhaps, all positive prescrip-
tions of the conduct of military undertakings have a ten-
dency rather to obstruct than promote success, yet as they
may be drawn up with different degrees of wisdom and
sagacity, they may have a greater or less appearance of
usefulness and reason. Such as have been well concerted
may afford useful hints, though they ought not to be en-
acted with indispensable obligations. And to consider
even those in which less proofs of skill and foresight can
be discovered, may have, at least, this advantage, that the
proposals may not be speedily repeated, nor our counsels
embarrassed with absurd expedients. I shall, therefore,
lay before your lordships my opinion of every paragraph,
and show what'are the objections which may be raised, both
to the whole bill in general, and to its particular clauses.

To the bill in general, it must be objected, that it is
filled with vague expressions, and ideas so indeterminate,
that no man can tell when he has obeyed it. Here are
many rules ordered to be observed, when there shall be no
just and sufficient reason for neglecting them, and some
operations to be performed as often as there shall be occa-
sion, and ships are to cruise in a certain latitude, unless
there is a necessity of employing them elsewhere.

Did not the title of this bill, my lords, give .it some
claim to a serious consideration; and did not the integrity
and capacity of those by whom it was drawn up, exempt
them from contempt and ridicule, I should be inclined to
treat a law like this with some degree of levity; for who,
my lords, can be serious when his consent is desired to a
bill, by which it is enacted, that men shall act on certain
occasions, as they shall think most expedient?

Nor is this, my lords, the only instance of precipitancy
and want of consideration, for many of the injunctions are
without any penal sanction ; so that though we should pass
this bill with the greatest unanimity, we should only de-
clare our opinion, or offer our advice, but should make no
law, or what, with regard to the purposes of government,
is the same, a law which, may be broken without danger.

But general objections, my lords, will naturally produce